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Publications on present situation in Norway

AM Husgy et al: Needle stick injuries and
reporting routines

« Sharps injuries are often not reported
* Physicians fail to report injuries

« Reporting system is bothersome and not clearly
defined

Tidsskr Nor Legeforen 2010; 130:735-7




Publications on present situation in Norway

AM Husgy et al: Needlestick injuries with
venipuncture: cause and prevention

e |nattentiveness
e Sudden patient movements
 Non-adherance to guidelines

Bioingenigren 2011; 1:6-10




Example

Norwegian surgeon contracted Hepatitis C through
a non-reported injury, probably a sharps injury

« 386 patients exposed
« 10 patients infected
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Use of safety devices

Information from Norwegian suppliers March 2013:

Blood sampling: > 90 per cent

e
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Other devices: < 5 per cent




Changes in legislation
— public hearing

National regulation on execution of work
« All workers are included

Changes suggested from The Norwegian Labour
Inspection Authority

* Presented for public hearing Winter/Spring 2013
 Response by 28 April
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Changes in legislation — public hearing

Suggested changes

e Duty to perform risk assessments to reveal risk of
Injuries with sharps where there is blood or other
potentially infectious material

« Training of personnel shall include information about
risk of infections from sharps

« Safe containers for the handling of disposable sharps
and injection equipment shall be available as close as
possible to the assessed areas where sharps are being
used or to be found

« The practice of recapping is banned
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Swedish legislation e ot

.....If risk assessment shows risk of injury with "z o
sharps where there is blood or other potentially
Infectious material present, medical devices with
Incorporated safety-engineered protection
mechanisms shall be used. This mechanism is
Intended to reduce the risk of sharps injuries. This
applies if devices with incorporated safety-
engineered protection mechanisms is available for
use to the purpose and is available for sale.

N I I 0 NORGES STPRSTE ORGANISASJON
FOR INGENIBRER OG TEKNOLOGER



Changes in legislation — NITOs comments

Pleased that the practice of recapping Is
unambiguously banned

Risk of invisibility of the specific regulations as it
IS part of a general regulation

Wants specification of mandatory use of medical
devices with incorporated safety-engineered
protection mechanisms

Need for specification of the duty to organise
and provide mandatory training




National meeting 12 March
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« Common action to
railse awareness
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Thank you!

Marie.nora.roald@nito.no
WWW.NIto.no/bfi
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